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have been pressed for coin, when he could bring such an article as
that to pawn.

TThat was called the Christian world then was about this time
bent upon taking Jerusalem out of- the hands of the Turks, who
possessed it, and banded together in immense numbers for this
purpose. Many of the princes so leagued were as false, wicked,
and tyrannous men as ever lived; but Richard Cceur-de-Lion had
no artifice at all in his nature, and entered into the undertaking,
which he thought a godly one, with all his heart and soul. To

batter out Turks' brains with his great axe seemed to him the
height of Christianity, and no man certainly performed this
questionable duty better than he. He and the King of France
were the leaders of the crusade; but the latter, being jealous, or
prudent, or disgusted with the enterprise, went speedily back to
his kingdom, and left all the glory and all the fighting to King
Richard. There never was, they say, such a strong and valiant
soldier seen. In battle after battle the Turks gave way before
him, and especially at the siege of Ascalon, he and his army slew
no less than forty thousand Saracens, and defeated consequently
Sultan Saladin, then* leader.